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South Island Championships 2005……. 
 
After an early start for some on Thursday morning, our contingent of skaters headed south with most 
skaters arriving on Thursday evening. One vehicle was fully equipped with chains, snow shovel and 
windscreen ice scraper after last years encounter with a polar blast. 
The practice and competition schedule had had an extreme makeover this year and this meant that all 
those doing two programs began with a practice on Friday morning and the short programs on Friday af-
ternoon.  
Friday was brilliantly sunny and warm. At least one skater found themselves overheating on the ice. 
At the end of the first day Centaurus skaters were doing well in all grades and those who had already 
skated got to have a day off on Saturday. The elementary and pre elementary grades, and synchro 
skated in the morning while the other grades had scheduled practices at night. Four in the novice grade 
got to practice at 10.30pm.  
Next day it was all on beginning with a synchro practice at 7.15 and followed by competition. There were 
great performances in all grades with our skaters collecting medals in nearly all grades.  
After a short presentation ceremony it was time to drive home, enjoying the increased petrol price and 
lack of snow flurries. 
Thanks to Dunedin Ice Skating Club who did a great job of hosting and running the event. Our skaters 
enjoyed the greater ice area and the good condition of the ice. 
Thanks also to the many judges who spent so much time there, and of course to the parents who got our 
skaters there at whatever time they were scheduled. The standard of coaching in Christchurch was well 
demonstrated by CISC members in all grades. We are certainly fortunate with our coaches. 
Special congratulations to Sam Waugh who was awarded the Most Promising Skater. And for the fifth 
year in a row, Centaurus was again the top club. 
 
 
 

…… and looking forward to Nationals 2005 
 
All is very busy at the rink these days as our skaters are brushing up their routines in preparation for the 
first week of the holidays. Please be considerate of other skaters in these sessions whether they are sen-
ior or junior skaters. 
The new tracksuits are being worn and should be taken to Dunedin. You are expected to have and wear 
your tracksuit if you are going to be included in the opening ceremony. 
It will be the first nationals for some skaters and the seventh or eighth ? for others and we wish you all 
well. Remember that there is only one winner in every grade but lots of competitors. Good luck, good 
skating and enjoy the occasion. 

 

Question……   Why are figure skaters like dentists? 
Answer……..    They are all good at filling holes… 
BUT some skaters need more practice at this so please fill those holes that you made after doing 
those huge lutz jumps BEFORE you leave the ice. 
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September Birthdays 

 
Happy Birthday to these skaters 

 
Sarah Garner 

Ayesha Campbell 
Michaela Claridge 
Breandan Malone 

Fund raising 
 
A big thankyou to Ayesha Campbell and her fam-
ily who their own initiative raised money to help 
Laura Mills on her way to Australian Nationals. 
This was a wonderful effort  and if there was an 
award for club spirit Ayesha would be a leading 
contender. 
The club also helps to subsidise skaters who have 
been nominated by NZISA for overseas competi-
tions. This year Nick Apperley, Elizabeth and Juli-
ette O’Neill and Laura Mills have all benefited 
from this. 

Pre-elementary Ladies 
2nd—Brittany Bensemann 
 
Elementary Ladies 
3rd—Ayesha Campbell 
 
Elementary Men 
2nd—Hayden Maxwell 
 
Special Olympics Level 3 
1st—Breandon Malone 
 
Masters Ladies 
1st—Kanako Johnson  (Platinum) 
3rd—Jan Christieson (Silver) 
 
Beginner Pairs 
1st—Mykaila Lewis and Jonathon Rudd 
 
Juvenile Ladies Under 12 
1st—Jessie Park 
3rd—Madelaine Parker 
 
Juvenile Men Under 12 
1st—Alex Kam 
2nd—Ricky Kam 
 
 

Juvenile Ladies 12 and Over 
2nd—Joanne Snelling 
3rd—Chelsea Richdale 
 
Juvenile Men 12 and Over 
2nd—Jonathon Rudd 
 
Pre-Primary Ladies 
1st—Samantha Waugh 
2nd—Annika Matravers 
 
Pre-Primary Men 
1st—Nick Kokay 
 
Intermediate Ladies 
1st—Alanna Pollock 
 
Novice Ladies 
1st—Laura Mills 
2nd—Caitlyn Paul 
3rd—Juliette O’Neill 
 
Novice Men 
1st—Nick Apperley 
 
Junior Ladies 
2nd—Elizabeth O’Neill 
 

Open Synchronised 
2nd—Silver Torque 

Centaurus Placegetters at the South Island Championships 
 

Of Spiders, Webs and other matters 
The Centaurus website was developed and maintained by Robin Mills over the past five years. It has 
been a great front window for the club and we thank him very much for his work. Robin has decided to 
hand over the maintenance and we are very grateful to Newall Campbell for volunteering to do this.  

Thankyou Robin and now you might have time to dust off your skates again. 
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONALS 2005 
 

Report by Laura Mills 
 

In 2005 I was selected to represent New Zealand in the Novice Ladies 
grade at the Australian National Championships in Perth. 
 

I left Christchurch on 21 August bound for Perth, meeting up with most 
of the other New Zealand skaters at Auckland airport.   It was a long 
trip of over 9 hours flying time – quite an ordeal for me as I am terrified 
of flying!!!    Allie Rout from Auckland entertained me for some of the 
trip, watching films and chatting, so that helped take my mind off the 
scary turbulence!! 
 

We arrived in Perth late evening, picked up a rental car, then spent nearly an hour getting lost in Fre-
mantle trying to find our hotel.  The next morning I had my first unofficial practice – this was also the 
morning I found out I was drawn to skate 23rd out of 23 skaters – a position which I’m not too fond of!! 
 

The rink was situated in a light industrial area about a 20 minute drive from Fremantle.  Although the 
rink was bigger than ours, I think the Alpine rink compared more favourably, with much nicer facilities 
and surroundings, but unfortunately just as cold inside. 
 

I had some really good practice sessions, but unfortunately a disappointing competition and felt I could 
have done so much better.  However, from watching the other skaters, I did learn heaps and gained 
some valuable experience.  The standard of the top skaters in each grade was very high, not so much 
jump wise, but in spins, footwork, presentation, and speed.  I felt from watching them that I needed to 
improve my speed, fitness, have more confidence in my own abilities, and not be fazed out by other 
skaters.   I feel that my skating will improve because of this experience. 
 

The new judging system was in use for the junior and senior grades.  It was quite hard to comprehend 
at first, and some of the results took ages to appear.  There were also a few mix ups with results, espe-
cially in the junior grade where the original rankings were wrong, and the final results were not available 
till the next day.  
 

The highlight of the competition for me was the Senior Ladies grade, and the battle between their two 
top skaters – Joanne Carter and Miriam Manzano.  Joanne Carter had an amazing technical pro-
gramme, landing a triple lutz double loop combination, triple flip, coupled with outstanding spins and 
speed.  However, in the freeskate, Miriam Manzano fought back with an awesome programme which 
included 2 really high triple lutzes and a great triple loop, narrowly winning 1st place overall. 
 

In between watching all this great skating and supporting the other NZ team members, I managed to fit 
in a little sightseeing.  Fremantle was a really interesting town with well preserved historic buildings.  I 
had a tour through a submarine at the Maritime Museum, a visit to the historic Fremantle Prison, and a 
drive north via Perth’s beaches where I saw the Indian Ocean for the first time.    And to top it all, my 
favourite occupation – shopping!!! 
 

Thank you to all those skaters, parents, and coaches for their support, and to the club members who 
helped with my fundraising. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

SILVER TORQUE REPORT 
 

This is a very brief report, as the team are busy practicing on ice or 
admiring themselves in the mirrors at their new off-ice practice venue 
at Hagley High School. This year at Nationals, the synchronized skat-
ing is being held early in the competition (allowing plenty of time to 
visit the chocolate factory!) Good Luck, Good Skating and Good Eat-
ing in that order please. 

CISC 
PRESIDENT ; Eric Apperley 
SECRETARY ; Ina Paul 
Newsletter Editor : Dorothy 
Brown  Contact at 
dbn@lincoln.school.nz.   Contri-
butions for the newsletter are 
welcome, (including skating 
items for sale.) 

Club Handbooks. A reference file of sheets, forms and explanations for new club members has been 
compiled. If any new members would like to borrow one to help their understanding of how the club and 
ice-skating operate, ask a committee member. 
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Maintaining your Skates 
 
A few things to keep in mind, now that you have invested mega-dollars in your skates! 
 

1. Your skates are made of leather. This means that your skates should be stored 
somewhere in an open place with good air circulation. NOT in your skate bag. Like 
you the leather needs to breathe. 

2.  After you have skated, open up the boot to help it dry out.  
3. Do not put your skates in front of a heater to dry. The heat will cause the leather to 

crack. Leave your skates in a warm place but not with direct heat. If it is too hot for 
your skin, it is too hot for your skates. 

4. The blades will rust if moisture collects on them. Wipe the blades with a dry towel af-
ter skating . Use soft skate covers to store your skates. Hard blade covers or walking 
guards should not be used for extended periods. They retain moisture and your 
blades will rust if they are left in them—this can happen within a few days. 

5. Always wear socks or tights in your skates, otherwise the sweat from your feet will 
eventually break down the lining of the boot and rust the rivets. Plus you are more 
likely to get blisters. Ouch. No sympathy. 

 
 
 

You Had to Be There!!! 
 

Can you identify these people? There may be more than one correct answer. 
1. Who was rear ended at Hornby on the way to Dunedin? 
2. Who hit the wall in their program? 
3. Who had their first win at South Islands? 
4. Who had to go and buy a t shirt because they only had warm clothes to skate 

in and the rink was too hot? (Must be a record for Dunedin too) 
5. Who went to the chocolate factory? 
6. Who got lost on the way home after a detour at Dunsandel in the dark to 

avoid an accident? 
7. Who drove for an hour round Dunedin looking for a Subway? 
8. Who visited the Dunedin aquarium to tickle up the starfish in the touch tank? 
9. Who didn’t realise that the Dunedin rink is right beside the beach? How did 

those sandhills get there? 
 
Sorry—no ipods or free trips for answering these; but the editor would be highly 
amused if similar questions should be forth-coming from Nationals! 


